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we may do just enough to throw dust in people's eyes. Nor is the
movement undertaken in order to please or bribe Antyajas. Our
only object is to satisfy our own conscience; our very concep-
tion of this evil is that, as long as Hindu society does not rid
itself of it, it will continue to block our path invisibly, if not visibly,
and will prevent our success in winning swaraj. The conse-
quences of karma are hard to comprehend; its law admits of no
exception. We always reap, visibly or invisibly, the fruits of our
good and bad deeds, of our sins and virtuous acts.

There is not a shred of doubt in my mind that so long as we
have not cleansed our hearts of this evil and have not accepted
the path of non-violence, so long as Hindus and Muslims have
not become sincerely united, we shall not be free. Our progress in
all these three fields is impossible to measure by any visible yard-
stick. Till we succeed in regard to all three, we shall not get swa-
raj and when we get it, we shall have succeeded in them. So long-
as Hindu society turns a deaf ear to the six crores of Antyajas cry-
ing for justice at our doors, we shall not get swaraj, never.

But even if caste-Hindus wash off their sins, will Antyajas
ascend to heaven in consequence? For that, they themselves
should strive. They should give up drinking, refuse to eat left-
overs, stop eating meat and, though for the sake of service, engag-
ed in the most uncleanly work, remain clean and worship
God* All this is for them to attend to. Others cannot do it for
them. To banish hunger from among them, they have the
spinning-wheel and the handloom at their service. Thousands
of Antyajas have taken them up and prospered. The swadeshi
movement is such that it feeds and strengthens all the limbs and I,
for one, am certain that it is swadeshi which will, in time, end our
abject poverty.
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